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From the 2015-2016 Department 

Chair, David Armitage 
 

This will be my last newsletter as 

Department chair. After spending 

three of the past four years in the 

corner office, I am delighted to hand 

the reins to Dan Smail who will lead 

the Department for the next two 

years, after spending 2014-15 as 

interim chair. I will miss working 

closely with our wonderful staff and 

having the birdôs-eye view of all the 

Departmentôs many activities. Iôll 

also miss the satisfaction that comes 

with putting our colleaguesô and 

studentsô ideas into action.   
 

As midsummer falls over Robinson 

Hall, we can look back on a 

relatively calm year in the life of the 

Department. I say ñcalmò in part 

because we had no searches in the 

Department for the first time since 

our records began: that is, since 

about 1970. Predictions of an end to 

austerity in the Faculty of Arts and 

Sciences proved premature and we 

were not able to fill any of the 

continuing gaps in our faculty left 

by retirements, deaths, and 

resignations. Two senior colleagues 

departed this past year, as Roy 

Mottahadeh retired after thirty years 

in the Department and Niall 

Ferguson left us for the Hoover 

Institution at Stanford. (Fortunately, 

Roy will become Gurney Professor 

Emeritus and Niall will remain a 

senior fellow of the Center for 

European Studies.) We were also 

much saddened in February by the 

death of our retired colleague in 

Chinese history Philip Kuhn. On the 

positive side of the ledger, we 

welcomed six new colleagues to the 

Department. Fredrik Logevall, 

formerly of Cornell and now at the 

Harvard Kennedy School, and 

Intisar Rabb from Harvard Law 

School, took up joint appointments in 

the Department, while David Howell 

(from East Asian Languages and 

Cultures), Cathy Brekus (from 

Harvard Divinity School), Arne 

Westad (from the Kennedy School), 

and Ken Mack and Kristen Stilt (both 

from Harvard Law School) became 

affiliated faculty members. In the 

coming year, Dimiter Angelov (a 

former visiting professor from the 

University of Birmingham) will join 

us as the Dumbarton Oaks Professor 

of Byzantine History and Derek 

Penslar, of the University of Toronto 

and the University of Oxford, will 

come as a visiting professor before 

taking up the newly created William 

Lee Frost Chair of Modern Jewish 

History in 2018-19. We will also host 

Penny Russell, from the University of 

Sydney, as the Gough Whitlam and 

Malcom Fraser Visiting Professor of 

Australian Studies, and Khaled 

Fahmy, from the American University 

in Cairo, will again be offering 

courses in the history of the modern 

Middle East. Finally, two of our 

recent graduate students will be 

returning to the Department, as Greg 

Afinogenov takes up the crucial role 

of Assistant Director of 

Undergraduate Studies and Shaun 

Nichols will teach modern U.S. 

history as a College Fellow.  

  

The year ended on a valedictory note 

with the resignation of our Director of 

Administration, Ann Kaufman. Many 

of you will recall that Ann joined us 

from the FAS Finance Department 

when Janet Hatch retired in 2014. 

Ann stamped her vibrant personality 

on the Department in a short time. 

She brought Midwestern openness 

and her own entirely characteristic 

brand of humor (and her pealing 

laughter) while working financial 
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wonders to squeeze the most out of 

every dollar to the benefit of students, 

staff, and faculty. On the principle of 

getting out while you are ahead, Ann 

decided to start an entirely new life in 

California. We wish her all the best for 

her great adventure in Santa Barbara 

and will announce our new Director of 

Administration in the next newsletter. 

Over the past few months, Ann 

spearheaded an important initiative to 

refurbish Robinson Hall. Visitors to the 

second floor can already see our 

impressive new suite for digital 

scholarship which complements the 

state-of-the-art electronic classrooms 

on the ground floor. They can also 

meet Jeremy Guillette, our new Digital 

Scholarship Facilitator, who assists our 

continuing Lecturer in Digital History, 

Gabriel Pizzorno. There will be other 

major changes in the fabric of 

Robinson Hall in the next eighteen 

months or so. They will be just one 

part of the legacy Ann leaves behind.  
 

The major event in the Department was 

the arrival in early April of a 

distinguished Visiting Committee 

made up of senior colleagues from peer 

institutions around the country. This 

visitation happens every six or seven 

years at the request of the Universityôs 

Office of Governing Boards and gives 

us a chance to review our strengths, to 

assess any weaknesses, and to offer a 

vision for the future of the Department 

over the next five to ten years. The 

Visiting Committeeôs report was 

robust, realistic, and reassuring. They 

affirmed our own sense that we are 

being asked to do more and moreðto 

cover more periods and places in 

history, to broaden ourselves 

methodologically, and to contribute 

more to the administrative life of the 

Universityðwith less and less, above 

all with fewer faculty. They also 

strongly supported our own self-

assessment that the Department 

remains nationally and 

internationally pre-eminent, despite 

the evident stress imposed by 

straitened resources. We hope that 

the committeeôs findings and 

recommendations will resonate with 

the administration. Indeed, our main 

request for a new faculty member 

has already been approved and we 

will at last be able to search for a 

senior or junior colleague in the 

field of the Indigenous History of 

North America.   
 

Evidence of Department membersô 

dynamism and distinction can be 

found within and beyond the 

University. Over the past year, 

Mark Elliott has been named Vice 

Provost for International Affairs, 

Michael Szonyi was made Director 

of the Fairbank Center for Chinese 

Studies, Emmanuel Akyeampong 

took up the Oppenheimer Faculty 

Directorship of the Universityôs 

Center for African Studies, and Jim 

Kloppenberg started chairing the 

Committee on Degrees in Social 

Studies. Meanwhile, within the 

wider historical profession, Nancy 

Cott began her term as president of 

the Organization of American 

Historians for 2016-17. Along with 

these responsibilities came many 

honors. In September, Evelyn 

Brooks Higginbotham received a 

National Humanities Medal from 

President Obama in a ceremony at 

the White House., and in June, the 

University of St Andrews awarded 

Emma Rothschild an honorary 

degree. Closer to home, Ann Blair 

was promoted to the Carl H. 

Pforzheimer University 

Professorship, in succession to 

Robert Darnton. Four other named 

chairs were filled this year: the 

McLean Professorship of Ancient 

and Modern History and of the 

Classics by Emma Dench; the 

Coolidge Professorship of History by 

Maya Jasanoff; the Robert Walton 

Goelet Professorship of French 

History by Mary Lewis; and the Frank 

B. Baird Jr. Professorship of History 

by Dan Smail. Kirsten Weld was 

promoted to John L. Loeb Associate 

Professor of the Social Sciences and 

earned the Roslyn Abramson Award 

for Excellence in Teaching for her 

outstanding work in the classroom. 

We were also very proud of the 

University-wide awards given to our 

longest serving staff membersða 

Harvard Heroes Award for Laura 

Johnson and a Deanôs Distinction 

Award for Mary McConnell. 

Congratulations to everyone on these 

very well deserved 

acknowledgements of their many 

achievements over the years.  
 

As always, we have had a series of 

wide-ranging discussions within the 

Department about our discipline and 

its future. A few years ago, we 

invented a new tradition: the annual 

ñHistory is Everything/Everything is 

Historyò extravaganza, timed to 

coincide with the moment for 

concentration declaration in the Fall 

semester. In October, Caroline Elkins, 

Michael McCormick, Lisa McGirr, 

Samuel Moyn, and Kirsten Weld gave 

brief talks on their current work and 

enduring passion for history; as Ann 

Blair notes elsewhere in this 

newsletter, we will reprise the 

discussion with a fresh line-up of 

colleagues on October 19th,, 2016. 

Our most high-profile event this year 

was a roundtable in November on 

ñ#BlackLivesMatter in Historical 

Perspectiveò with presentations from 

Evelyn Higginbotham, Elizabeth 

Hinton, Walter Johnson, and Brandon 

Terry (from African and African-

American Studies). More than two 

hundred people packed Robinsonôs 
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two seminar rooms for this wide-

ranging discussion in person and by 

live-stream which showed the value 

of capturing the long-range view of 

intense current debates.   
 

The last event of the year was the 

annual ñFaculty Book Tourò at which 

colleagues gave rapid-fire, eight-

minute presentations on their most 

recent publications, among them this 

time the unforgettable spectacle of 

Niall Ferguson rapping, Hamilton-

style, about Henry Kissinger. Not all 

of our faculty authors could present in 

April, but it is a pleasure to record the 

Departmentôs major contributions this 

year to scholarship and to a general 

readershipôs knowledge of history: 

Joyce Chaplinôs co-authored The 

New Worlds of Thomas Robert 

Malthus: Rereading the Principle of 

Population (Princeton) and her co-

edited Genealogies of Genius 

(Palgrave); Niall Fergusonôs 

Kissinger: The Idealist, 1923-1968 

(Penguin); Annette Gordon-Reedôs  

co-authored ñMost Blessed of the 

Patriarchsò: Thomas Jefferson and 

the Empire of the Imagination 

(Norton); Elizabeth Hintonôs From 

the War on Poverty to the War on 

Crime: The Making of Mass 

Incarceration in America (Harvard); 

Jim Kloppenbergôs Toward 

Democracy: The Struggle for Self-

Rule in European and American 

Thought (Oxford); Jill Leporeôs Joe 

Gouldôs Teeth (Knopf); Lisa 

McGirrôs The War on Alcohol: 

Prohibition and the Rise of the 

American State (Norton); Samuel 

Moynôs Christian Human Rights 

(Penn); Serhii Plokhiiôs The Gates of 

Europe: A History of Ukraine 

(Perseus); and Dan Smailôs Legal 

Plunder: Households and Debt 

Collection in Late Medieval Europe 

(Harvard).  

 

The Departmentôs commitment to 

undergraduate teaching remained 

undiminished, as you can see in 

more detail in Ann Blairôs message 

below. Although our total of newly-

declared concentrators fell from a 

recent high of 70 in 2013 to 45 (the 

same number as in 2012, before our 

recent overhaul of the 

undergraduate program), the 

number of students who took 

courses from members of the 

Department, whether within 

History, through General Education, 

or in Freshman Seminars, remained 

steady. History classes are therefore 

just as popular as ever, even if the 

size of the cadre of concentrators 

fluctuates. The impact of our 

teaching and the excellence of our 

students also continued to shine. 

Eight of our students were elected to 

Phi Beta Kappa this year; five of 

our thirty-one senior thesis writers 

(Lane Baker, Alice Han, William 

Holub-Moorman, Andrew Sanchez, 

and David Steinbach) won Hoopes 

Prizes for their excellent senior 

theses; and the College-wide Barrett 

Wendell Prize went to Caleb 

Shelburne. We were also proud of 

the fellowships and scholarships our 

concentrators won: a Mellon Mays 

Fellowship by Nancy Ko; a 

Schwarzman Scholarship by 

Jonathan Jeffrey; a Von Clemm 

Fellowship by Andrew Sanchez; 

and a Rhodes Scholarship by 

Hassaan Shahawy. Many 

congratulations to our 

undergraduate students on their 

great achievements!  
 

Our graduate students also excelled 

this year. Fourteen received their 

PhDs this year and their placement 

rateðin tenure-track positions,  

post-doctoral fellowships, and 

alternative careers for historiansð

outperformed comparable 

departments at Harvard and remained 

exceptionally robust despite the 

ongoing challenges of a weak job-

market. (You can find further details 

of their fascinating research and about 

their new positions later in the 

newsletter.) From a pool of 

outstanding diversityðincluding the 

highest proportion of minority 

applicants in recent yearsðwe 

admitted fifteen promising new 

graduate students, from Australia, the 

United Kingdom, and the United 

States. We look forward to 

welcoming them into the Department 

in the fall and congratulate those who 

are leaving us for new positions 

around the world. In light of all this 

inspiring news, it was quite fitting 

that the graduate programme was 

ranked number one in the US in the 

annual Graduate Programs survey of 

History departments, which is self-

reported by students themselves. The 

Henry Adams Clubðsoon to be 

renamed the History Graduate Student 

Associationðhas, as always, done a 

remarkable job of protecting and 

promoting the interests of graduate 

students, as you can see from the 

report on their activities below. 
 

You can also read much more about 

the achievements of our faculty and 

students in the rest of this newsletter, 

on the Departmentôs ever expanding 

and frequently updated website, on 

our Facebook page, and by following 

our Twitter stream. We encourage all 

our alumni, undergraduate and 

graduate, to keep in touch, to send us 

your news, and to return often to the 

Department to keep up with old 

acquaintances and make new 

friendships. Thanks to all of you, and 

to the current members of the 

Department, Historyôs future looks 

very bright indeed. 
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David Armitage completed his 

three years as Department Chair in 

2015-16. Alongside his 

administrative duties, he finished 

revisions on Civil Wars: A History 

in Ideas, which will appear from 

Alfred A. Knopf and Yale 

University Press in February 2017, 

and co-edited The Law of Nations 

in Global History, forthcoming from 

Oxford University Press. He published articles and essays 

on subjects from civil war and revolution to the histories 

of Haiti and of the Pacific world; translations of his work 

appeared in Arabic, French, Japanese, Portuguese, 

Russian, and Spanish. Among his major lectures this year 

were the Katherine Baker Memorial Lecture at the 

University of Toronto and the keynote address to the 

International Society for Intellectual History on the island 

of Crete; he gave other talks in Athens, Barcelona, Berlin, 

Bielefeld, Lisbon, St Petersburg, and Toronto and at 

institutions across the US and the UK. He ended the year 

as a visiting professor at the Freie Universitªt Berlin and 

greatly looks forward to returning to the Departmental 

back benches for the foreseeable future.  

 

The New York Times named 

Sven Beckertôs Bancroft-Prize 

winning Empire of Cotton one of 

the ten best books of 2015; the 

Cundill Foundation awarded it its 

prize for excellence. This summer 

Beckert also published, with Seth 

Rockman, Slaveryôs Capitalism: 

A New History of American 

Economic Development. 

 

Ann Blair co-edited a massive two-

volume Festschrift for Anthony 

Grafton who advised her Princeton 

dissertation. For the Sake of 

Learning (Brill, 2016) features 56 

articles in the broad range of fields 

in which Grafton has been activeð

principally the history of classical 

scholarship and the cultural and 

intellectual history of early modern 

Europe. While pursuing her 

research on the hidden helpers of 

intellectual work in early modern Europe, she participated 

in celebrations of the 500th anniversary of Cornad 

Gessner (1516-65), a polymathic humanist, bibliographer, 

and natural historian, by delivering plenary lectures at a 

conference in Zurich and at the annual meeting of the 

Renaissance Society of America in Boston. The latter, on 

the role of printing in Gessner's work, will appear in 

Renaissance Quarterly next year.  

 

Sidney Chalhoub coedited a 

book about black thinkers in 

Brazil in the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries (Pensadores 

negros - Pensadoras negras: 

Brasil, s®culos XIX e XX, Rio de 

Janeiro and Belo Horizonte, 

2016) and published the article 

ñThe Politics of Ambiguity: 

Conditional Manumission, Labor 

Contracts and Slave Emancipation in Brazil (1850s to 

1888)ò, International Review of Social History, Amsterdan, 

International Institute of Social History, volume 60, August 

2015. 

 

Mark Elliott became Vice 

Provost for International Affairs 

in September 2015, and traveled 

to fifteen countries on four 

continents in his first ten months 

on the job. In October 2015 he 

delivered the first JESHO Lecture 

on Asian History, sponsored by 

Brill Publishers, at the Austrian 

Academy of Sciences, Vienna, 

and in May 2016 he delivered the inaugural Academia 

Sinica Lectures in Humanities and Social Sciences in 

Taipei, Taiwan.  

 

On leave at the Radcliffe Institute 

this year, Tamar Herzog 

completed a new book 

manuscript, provisionally titled 

ñA Short History of European 

Law: the Last Two-and-a-Half 

Millennia.ò It describes the 

evolution of law in Europe (both 

continental Europe and England, 

as well as European overseas 

colonies) starting with the Roman empire and ending with 

the European Union. Among her other activities this year, 

Faculty News 

https://www.amazon.com/Civil-Wars-History-David-Armitage/dp/0307271137/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1466172885&sr=8-1&keywords=Armitage+civil+wars
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she interviewed on stage opera singer Pl§cido Domingo 

(ñGiving Voice: A Conversation with Pl§cido Domingoò). 

 

Andrew Gordon continued 

work on the contemporary history 

of Japanôs so-called ñlost 

decades,ò preparing two articles 

for publication later this year or 

2017. He gave talks on this topic 

and on the controversies 

surrounding Japanôs history of 

imperialism and war that took 

place in 2015, the 70th 

anniversary year of the end of World War II. He spoke on 

both topics as the Staley Distinguished Visiting Professor 

at Arizona State University in January 2016, and as part 

of a Japan Studies Institute at San Diego State University 

in June 2016. In May 2016 he spoke on ñCreating a 

óSociety Where Women Can Shineô: Japanôs Impossible 

Dreamò at Portland State University. He is also beginning 

a study of the history and politics of historical heritage 

sites in Japan and more broadly, with particular focus on 

UNESCOôs designation of the sites of Japanôs industrial 

revolution as World Heritage Sites in 2015. 

 

Jane Kamensky completed work 

on A Revolution in Color: The 

World of John Singleton Copley, 

which will be published by W. W. 

Norton in October. The book is at 

once a biography of Copley, the 

preeminent painter in Britainôs 

American colonies in the 1760s and 

early 1770s, and a new history of 

the American Revolution as seen 

through Copleyôs rueful, ambitious 

gaze. A lifelong Briton from his 

birth in New England in 1738 until 

his death in London at the end of the Napoleonic Wars, 

Copley reveals an age of revolution shot through with 

ambivalence and loss. Revolution in Color also explores 

the importance of marriage and family to the making of 

men and politics. 

 

James T. Kloppenberg began his term as chair of the 

undergraduate concentration in Social Studies and taught 

that programôs year-long social theory course with 

Brandon Terry of African and African-American Studies. 

Kloppenberg also co-chaired the Standing Committee on 

Public Service, which appointed 

Flavia Perea to a newly created 

position as Mindich Director of 

Engaged Scholarship at Harvard. 

He helped inaugurate the 

Mindich program by sponsoring 

two new courses in Social 

Studies, including a very 

successful seminar on the history 

and current condition of education in the US taught by 

Harvard History PhD Ariane Liazos. Two of his books are 

appearing in the summer and fall of 2016: Toward 

Democracy: The Struggle for Self-Rule in European and 

American Thought has been published, at last, by Oxford 

University Press. OUP is also bringing out his co-edited 

collection of essays The Worlds of American Intellectual 

History, which includes work by Harvard faculty members 

Peter Gordon, Andy Jewett, and Sam Moyn and by 

Harvard PhDs Angus Burgin, Sophia Rosenfeld, and Nico 

Slate. Kloppenbergôs essay on the history of town meeting 

and deliberative democracy will be published as the 

introduction to an issue of the French journal 

participations. Because of continuing interest in his book 

Reading Obama: Dreams, Hope, and the American 

Political Tradition, he was invited to speak on the topic 

ñReading the Clintonsò at the annual meeting of the 

Southern Historical Association, and his paper on the 

political ideas of US presidents from Adams to Obama 

will be published in a volume of proceedings from a 

conference held at the Russian Academy of Science in 

June, 2016. 

 

Mary Lewis has just completed 

a Frederick Burkhardt Fellowship 

at the Radcliffe Institute where 

she began work on her new 

project: ñThe First French 

Decolonization: A New History 

of Nineteenth-Century Empire,ò 

which focuses on the long-term 

consequences of the Haitian 

Revolution for French imperial 

and commercial relations. In 2015, she was also awarded 

a Guggenheim Fellowship to support the same project.   

 

Fredrik Logevall spent the 2015-16 year acclimating to 

life at Harvard and conducting research for a book on 

John F. Kennedy. He published two essays, ñDomestic 

Politics,ò in Explaining the History of American Foreign 

http://books.wwnorton.com/books/detail.aspx?ID=4294992060
http://books.wwnorton.com/books/detail.aspx?ID=4294992060
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/toward-democracy-9780195054613?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/toward-democracy-9780195054613?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/toward-democracy-9780195054613?cc=us&lang=en&
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/9277.html
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/9277.html























