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Antl-Semitism and
Zionism: [deologies
or Emotions?

Juxtaposing two eminent early political
Zionist approaches to anti-Semitism —
Theodor Herzl treated it as an ideology,
while Chaim Weizmann, dealing with
responses to the Balfour declaration,
treated it as an emotion —

Prof. Penslar raises the question of the
“emotional state” of Zionism.

Derek Penslar is Visiting Professor of History at Harvard, where
in July he will assume the William Lee Frost Chair in Modern
Jewish History. His work on modern West and Central Europe,
North America, and Palestine/Israel approaches modern
Jewish history from a transnational and global perspective. He
is particularly interested in the relationship between modern
Israel and diaspora Jewish societies, global nationalist
movements, European colonialism, and post-colonial states.

The Boston University Jewish Studies (BUJS) Research Forum gathers faculty,
graduate students and guests around questions of research in all areas of Jewish
studies, offering resident and visiting scholars the opportunity to present research
in progress in the intimate setting of the Elie Wiesel Center library.
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