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Since its inception a little over a decade ago, Google’s stated goal has been to “organize the world’s information.” This talk 
will explore the longer history of the idea of the search as well as the ethics that attend human efforts to organize knowledge.  

Chad Wellmon is the author of Organizing Enlightenment:  Information Overload and the Invention of the Modern 
Research University (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2015) and Becoming Human: Romantic Anthropology and 
the Embodiment of Freedom (2010).  He is coeditor, with Louis Menand and Paul Reitter, of The Rise of the Research 
University: A Sourcebook (University of Chicago Press, forthcoming).  
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